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I- Context 
 
Construction sector and environmental issues 

The Buildings sector has an oversized ecological footprint. The buildings sector 
is the largest contributor to global greenhouse gas emissions (GHG), with 
approximately one-third of global energy end use taking place within buildings. 
Furthermore, the construction sector is responsible for more than a third of 
global resource consumption, including 12% of all fresh water use and 
contributes to the generation of 40% of the total volume of solid waste. 
Therefore, the building sector is central to any attempt to use resources more 
efficiently. 

 
Construction sector in Myanmar  

Evidence of the construction boom in Myanmar is visible throughout the 
country and especially in Yangon. The old capital has been awakened and is on 
an express track to becoming a modern city, with the number of public works 
and concrete buildings rapidly rising in the last four years. 
The sharp increase in development projects in Myanmar is also a concern for 
those who fear that many of Myanmar’s heritage sites are at risk of being lost. 
The Yangon Heritage Trust (YHT) has proposed a heritage protection law to the 
Yangon municipal government to protect the city’s historical elements in the 
wake of rapid development. However, YHT has no formal power to stop 



 
 

projects from going ahead. The trust is urging the government to zone Yangon 
so that historical areas are better protected from development.  
 
Fostering Eco-construction  

This conference aimed to be the very first step in public awareness on eco-
construction, in gathering sectorial stakeholders and brainstorming on what 
kind of solutions should be implemented in Myanmar regarding its climatic, 
physical and financial constraints.  
Constructing new green buildings and retrofitting existing energy and resource 
intensive buildings stock can achieve significant savings. There are significant 
opportunities to improve energy-efficiency in buildings in Myanmar, and the 
Myanmar construction sector has great potential, to leapfrog usual 
development and to achieve global GHG emissions reduction.  

 

II- Progress of the day and participants 
 
On the 19th of November 2015, over 300 participants attended the conference 
held at Yangon City Hall. They were mainly YCDC Committee members and 
civil servants, business sector representatives, CSOs representatives, 
professors, students and citizen from Yangon, Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw. TV 
and journalists came in order to interview the speakers. The Irrawaddy 
magazine gave its support as media partner for the event.  
 
Morning session 

During the morning session, which aimed at giving an overview on construction 
sector challenges in Myanmar and as well as an international perspective and 
techniques and technologies to be implemented in a tropical and climate 
change threatened country, from a architect and engineer point of view. 
H.E U Hla Myint, Mayor of Yangon gave a moving morning speech explaining 
how Myanmar is at a crossroad and its development will include many 
challenges starting now in urban areas. YCDC is currently working on 
developing a sustainable master planning.  
Mrs Linda Yarr, Director at PISA/George Washington University, gave 
presentation on city facing climate change with an academic perspective.  
Dr Toe Aung, Director of City Planning and Land Administration Department of 
YCDC, followed Mrs Yarr as well as Green Lotus presentation.  
Mr Jean-Marc Brûlé, Green Lotus founder, highlighted the challenges for 
construction sector in Myanmar and also existing opportunities for local 
companies to be pioneer in this sector. 
U Thayzar Aung Lwin, Max Myanmar Construction group Director also 
presented different kind of actions that private companies can do in order to 
tackle, with their tools, GHG emissions and integrated smart design in their 
buildings.  



 
 

Ms Laurie Tallotte, Project Manager at AREP Vietnam, highlighted the 
unprecedented opportunity given by the urbanization process in Myanmar to 
be used as a catalyst for sustainable economic and social development. 
Mrs Chaw Kalyar, Green Building Committee Vice Chairman, Building 
Engineering Institute, presented the importance of mixed solutions from 
traditional and new architectural techniques to adapt housing to climate 
change effects.  
Mr Valentin Grimaud, TERAO China Chief Representative presented designed 
and affordable solutions for energy efficiency in buildings and adapted to 
Myanmar (case study in Vietnam). 

On behalf of Max Myanmar, that sponsored the conference offering the lunch 
to the participants with organic fruit and vegetables.  

Afternoon session  

This session was dedicated on regulation, certification and policies and what 
kind of innovative solutions can make Yangon a “Green city”.  
Dr John I. Carruthers, George Washington University, Director of Sustainable 
Urban Planning Department, showed the economic benefits of urban planning 
and pollution remediation.  
Mr Jack Finegan UN-Habitat Urban Planning Officer presented the policies, 
rules and regulations that encourage sustainability. 
Mr Michel Cassagnes, Archetyp Group, Architectural Design Director 
Cambodia, followed UN-Habitat presentation, presented their architectural 
solutions in eco-design with a Cambodian factory case study.  
Mr Antoine Mougenot, AREP Group Asia Director, presented; on behalf of SNCF 
International Director, Mr Fabrice Morenon; the French railway station multi-
functional approach and the urban planning that they have been implementing 
in France.  
Damon Zumbroegel, Vihara studio CEO, gave a refreshing presentation of his 
work on Myanmar traditional house. 
 
Besides these two sessions a architect group showcase Design Bube Co.Ltd, 
was display on the ground floor with project model.  
 
List of presentations 

Introduction by H.E. U Hla Myint, Mayor of Yangon  
-‐ City Facing With Climate Change by Mrs. Linda Yarr, PISA/George 

Washington University, Director 
-‐ General introduction By Mr Jean-Marc Brûlé, Green Lotus co-Founder 

and Paris region Member of Parliament 
-‐ Sustainable housing as an aspect of effective urban planning, by Dr Toe 

Aung, Deputy Head of Urban Planning Department, YCDC 
-‐ Business point of view, by U Tayzar Aung Lwin Max Myanmar 

Construction Co. Ltd Director 
-‐ Key components of sustainable planning in Asia: a world of innovation 

for a Green Myanmar, by Ms Laurie Tallotte, AREP Group Asia Project 
Manager 



 
 

-‐ Challenges in Green development, Myanmar, by Chaw Kalyar, Green 
Building Committee Vice Chairman, Building Engineering Institute  

-‐ Energy efficiency in buildings at controlled costs for Myanmar, by 
Valentin Grimaud, TERAO China Chief Representative 

-‐ Sustainable Urban Planning: Environmental improvement and Pollution 
remediation, by Dr John I. Carruthers, George Washington University, 
Director of Sustainable Urban Planning Department 

-‐ Building and housing for sustainability, by Mr Jack Finegan UN-Habitat 
Urban Planning Officer 

-‐ Beyond the working place: a Cambodian case study, by Mr Michel 
Cassagnes, Archetyp Group, Architectural Design Director Cambodia 

-‐ Eco-designed railway stations, by Mr Antoine Mougenot, on behalf of 
SNCF International Director Mr Fabrice Morenon (French Railways). 

-‐ From Bamboo to Hybrid cement, understanding Myanmar traditional 
housing to build modern sustainable housing, by Damon Zumbroegel, 
Vihara studio CEO 

Conclusion by:  
-    U Kyaw Soe, YCDC Secretary 
-‐ Mr Jean-Marc Brûlé, Green Lotus co-Founder and Paris region Member 

of Parliament 
 
 

III- Outcomes  
 
The conference allowed Green Lotus to capitalize on its networking expertise.  
After many years in economic isolation, Myanmar is now in a race to catch up 
to modern norms in terms of infrastructure and development. This has 
provided abundant opportunities for construction companies, both foreign and 
domestic, and is expected to continue for years to come. Given the major 
changes in the construction sector, the real challenge will be establishing the 
necessary institutions and policies to preserve Myanmar’s culture and 
character.  

- Share successful experience and existing solutions around the world 
(Myanmar, France, China, Vietnam) 
- Debate on the best solutions to green the construction sector in Myanmar  
- Showroom with an  

GEGG association will hold a 3 days practical workshop in May, on greening 
this event will be the opportunity to foster the worldwide trend of Greening of 
Buildings, with Life- Cycle concept from design, construction, renovation and 
retrofitting of buildings and minimise overall impacts on the environment and 
on climate change and essentially, improving health and well being. 
 

  



 
 

 
IV- Annex 

 
1. Flyer “Towards Green Construction”  

 
 

2. Backdrop 
 

 

An initiative of 
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Conference 
« Towards  

Green Construction! » 
Low-carbon Buildings, Smart design,  

New Materials, and Eco-townships 

 

Thursday 19th November 

Yangon City Hall 

9am – 5pm 
 

 International Expertise Presentation 
 Business And Government Partners 
 Important Media Cover 

Organized with the support of 
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WHAT FOR? 
 Gathering elected officials, public administration officers, 
international business representatives and civil society,  
 
 Presenting the stakes that are facing – and will face – the 
inhabitants and public authorities, 
 
 Share successful experiences and existing solutions around the 
world, 

 

 Debate and come out with the best solutions to green the 
construction sector in Yangon …!
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BACKGROUND 
The building sector is the single largest contributor to global greenhouse gas emissions, 
mostly explained by the fact that one-third of global energy and use takes place within 
buildings. To foster construction sector seem to be one of the key to reach a harmonious, 
inclusive and sustainable urban development. 

Yangon is currently acknowledging an important economic activity that attracts everyday 
new inhabitants. As far as today the city remain of a modest size but the need to develop an 
efficient transportation system based on sustainability is important since it carries with it the 
solution for tomorrow’s issues: traffic congestion, environmental pollution, atmospheric 
pollution, sound pollution, spatial segregation… Today, in term of greening construction 
sector, solutions are numerous and Myanmar development is the perfect occasion to adopt 
solutions respectful of the environment and give liveable living conditions to all. 

 

 

!



 
 

 
 

3. Banner 
 

 
 


