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Background  
•  The Salween River originates in the Himalaya Mountain 

Range in Tibet 
•  Flows through China’s Yunnan province (where it is 

called the Nu) into Burma and Thailand 
•  Covers 2,800 kilometers from the source down to the 

Andaman Sea.  
•  It is one of the last international rivers in the world 

which can still run free.  
•  It boasts one of the richest biodiversity sources of the 

region  
•  The Salween Basin is home to at least 13 ethnic groups, 

including the Nu, Lisu, Shan, Karen, Pa-o, Karenni, and 
Mon.  





Dam Name Capacity Location 

Upper Salween 
(Kunlong) 

1,400 MW Shan State 

Nong Pha  1,000 MW Shan State 

Mai Tong 
(Tasang) 

7,110 MW Shan State 

Manntaung 200 MW Shan State 

Ywathit 4,000 MW Karenni State 

Hat Gyi 1,360 MW Karen State 



Environmental Impacts Social Impacts 

Deforestation Land Confiscation 

Loss of Biodiversity Forced Labor 

Erosion and Sedimentation Forced Displacement 

Reduced Soil Fertility 
Downstream 

Food Insecurity 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Loss of Livelihood 

Increased Seismic Risk Loss of Culture 



Clean Development Mechanism 
(CDM) and Dam Building 

•  Most Large hydropower dams are “non-additional” 
meaning they would very likely be built regardless of 
receiving carbon credits. We are paying companies and 
governments to build dams they would build anyways! 

•  Large-Hydro industry is cheating the system, and 
profiting from the carbon market 

•  Methane emissions from reservoir and carbon emissions 
from deforestation and construction, meaning that large 
hydropower is not a solution to global warming. 
–  Over 20 years, the warming impact of annual large 

dam methane emissions is equivalent to 7.5 billion 
tonnes of carbon dioxide. 



Conflict Impacts 
Resource-Conflict 
In Burma, the struggle to control natural resources, like water, is a key-driver of 

conflict in ethnic areas. When one party exploits those resources, it 
undermines the trust needed for agreements over resource control and 
sharing. 

High-Risk Investors 
Large-scale Hydropower Investors in conflict areas are more willing to make 

high-risk investments and thus tend to be more irresponsible, and not 
transparent. This can make human rights violations more likely. 

Human Rights Violations 
Mega dams have gone hand in hand with human rights violations in Burma and 

around the world including forced displacement, forced labor and land 
grabs. Rising tensions from these violations may lead to renewed conflict. 



Conflict Impacts 

Militarization 
Military presence has increased significantly around Salween dam sites. Mega-

dams concentrate power with the military and central government. 
Militarization erodes the trust needed for the peace process, and leaves local 
people vulnerable to violence. 

Ceasefire Capitalism 
Ceasefires, and the perceived stability they create actually open up more 

opportunities for foreign investment in mega-dams controlled by the central 
government. Land grabs and other abuses brought by this investment only 
increase the likelihood that conflict will break out again. The result is a 
vicious cycle of conflict, tenuous ceasefire, risky investment, and land/
resource grabs. 



Renewed Fighting at Hat Gyi Dam 

•  Starting Friday October 10, violence erupted between the 
Burmese army and the DKBA near the Hat Gyi Dam site. 

•  Burmese troops are trying to remove DKBA from the 
area so the project can move forward. 

•   More than 200 villagers were forced to flee into 
Thailand, but were pushed back across the border by the 
Thai military. 

•  Yesterday around 500 people were displaced from 
Wabotaung Village and are now IDPs near Upper 
Myaingyi Ngu. 



Dams and the Peace Process 

Large Scale Hydropower on the Salween River 
undermines the peace process between ethnic 

parties and the central government that is key to the 
success of Burma’s reform period. 

Impose a moratorium on large-scale hydropower projects 
in conflict areas until genuine peace is achieved and 

appropriate legal frameworks are in place.  



Recommendations for Small-Scale 
Hydropower 

•  Conflict sensitive investment and required PCIA (Peace 
and Conflict Impact Assessment) 

•  Local populations should control the project, and 
benefit from it (not energy for export!) 

•  Profit Sharing and Reinvestment for social benefit. 
•  Development contingent on legal reform to secure land 

tenure and environmental safeguards. 
•  Implement principles of inclusive development, 

including respecting communities right to Free, Prior 
and Informed Consent (FPIC). 



Development does not bring peace.  
Peace is a prerequisite for inclusive, sustainable development. 


